The Ray of Hope Day Center
and Macomb County ...
V

Warming Center News
Thank you so much for attending our
Spring for the Homeless dinner at the Vintage House on April 27! Your attendance
and participation in the prize events contributed to the needed funds for our 201718 shelter season. We hope you and your
family and friends enjoyed the evening!

At Times, Money Is Not Enough to End
a Period of Homelessness . .
Back in February 2017, KS was referred to the Ray of Hope
by the Macomb County Probation office for assistance with housing as he has been homeless since exiting prison in 2015.
He was immediately screened for any housing programs
available at the time and was accepted for a one-year rent payment
assistance program funded by the State. KS spent the next 2
months applying for apartments and was rejected countless times
due to criminal history. With the deadline quickly approaching,
KS and I began calling every landlord and apartment complex that
we could find.
Finally, on April 4th, KS received a call from a landlord
regarding his application and was willing to overlook the criminal
past but was concerned about how he would be sure to be paid rent
regularly since the client hasn’t had employment in some time. I
called the landlord and had a long discussion with him to explain
the Rental Assistance program and more importantly that we at the
Ray of Hope would continue to work with the client regarding
helping him to secure gainful employment so that when the year of
assistance expired, the client would be self supportive once again.
This conversation worked as KS has now been in the new
apartment since. Often times our homeless need more than funds –
they need the human factor to get them to where they need to be.
— Mark Henderson
Case Manager, Ray of Hope
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Comments from our guests: ‘It’s nice to know there are kind people … I need to make change … I feel welcome ... My fear is a little gone …
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Then, There Are the Times
When Money Is Enough . . .
DS is 72 years old and lost his affordable apartment due
to the building being sold and the new owner’s decision
to raise the rent on all of the units. This made it impossible for DS to afford with limited Social Security income. DS had no idea that he would qualify for subsidized senior housing (along with a surprisingly high
number of people), so I began calling all of the complexes in Macomb County to have applications sent to
our office so that we could assist in preparing them
along with gathering all necessary documents, including birth certificate and such. It took a couple of months
but DS is now stably housed in a nice senior high rise
which is much nicer and less expensive than the previous apartment.
— Mark Henderson
Case Manager, Ray of Hope

Make Your Prayer Request
The Macomb County Warming Center is a faith-based,
non-denominational organization dedicated to caring for
those who need a safe, warm place to stay during the
winter months.
We are like a family. We share our hopes and our prayers.
If you have a special prayer request, we would like to
know.
Although the usual form does not appear in this issue,
we are still asking for requests, no donation necessary.
“We will be glad to include your requests in our prayers
at the Ray of Hope and board meetings, and in our quiet
times of prayer,” said Kathy Goodrich, executive director.
We partner with churches of many denominations and
would be happy to refer readers for counseling and other
ministries. If you are interested, please contact us with
your email, street address or phone number. No reason
for your request is needed, just let us know you would
like a church contact and your preferred denomination.
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Dear Friends,
With this June, 2017
issue we are set to
resume newsletter
issues. We are encouraged this month
Kathy Goodrich
because we will be
Executive Director
working with a
group who will be
providing fund development and communications services. They are working under a grant provided by the
McGregor Fund for the purpose of
helping the Warming Center become
fully sustainable and in a position to
continue our shelter and Ray of Hope
work as long as they are needed.
During the past 2016-2017 shelter
season, we served 691 homeless
guests, and are in the year round process of helping those who come to the
Ray of Hope to find necessary medical treatment, employment, and permanent housing. There are updates on
some of our recently housed guests in
this newsletter.
We had our annual Spring for the
Homeless dinner on April 27th and it
was enjoyed by a large crowd! We
also held our annual Shelter Wrap-up
meeting on May 22 which was attended by volunteers from our churches.
We discussed the past shelter season,
ideas and suggestions and as we do
each year, agreed to work together to
have another productive season in
2017-2018, which is scheduled to
begin on November 5, 2017.
I hope you enjoy our "Guest Stories"
and the pictures of our Annual SFTH
Dinner.
As always, we love to hear from you,
either on Facebook or direct e-mail or
letter to
Kathy@macombcountywarmingcenter
.org or to the address on this newsletter.
Wishing you a good summer filled

with happy times, family, friends and
lots of love.
Also, if you have any questions or
want to know more about us, please e
-mail me at
kathy@macombcountywarmingcente
r.org or fax us at
586 329-4202. or call 586 329-4046.

...Kathy
PS: Our Kroger shoppers have increased by
20% this quarter - thank
you! When shopping at
Kroger's part of your
purchase price is sent to
the Warming Center.
Since so many of us
shop at a Kroger's anyway, it is a perfect way
to donate and still save
your money. You can
sign up for the Warming Center
on:
Kroger.com (go to Community,
scroll down to Community Rewards)
Or to sign up by phone have
your Kroger Card handy and call
1 800 576-4377
Please visit our website at
www.warmingcenter.org. It is updated periodically and hopefully
you like it. We would be very happy to hear of any suggestions you
have as to what you would like to
see on the website, how it could be
improved, etc.
Please send your comments (good or
bad) and ideas for the site or the
newsletter. We want to make our
website and newsletter full of the
information and features that you
most need and enjoy. Thanks for
your input.

If you do not get our emails and you
would like to do so, please send an
email to:
kathy@macombcountywarming
center.org letting us know you would
like to be on our mailing list.

… I’m tired of being sick and tired … People here are very kind and polite … I hope someday to be able to give back … God bless and thank you. ’

From the Director . . .
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Directory of Services
Support those who support the MCWC
This newsletter is distributed to more than 1,000 homes, businesses, churches and social service agencies in the
tri-county area. For a donation of at least $100 you can list your advertisement. Call (586) 321-0998 or send a
business card with your donation. More supporters are listed on other pages of this newsletter.

OUR MISSION ...
Macomb County Warming Center
seeks, along with our partner churches, to provide a safe, warm place to
spend the night and simple, nourishing
meals for those who would otherwise
have no shelter.
The Ray of Hope Day Center, an extended service of the MCWC, will, in
collaboration with like-minded organizations, provide our local homeless
and needy individuals and families
with referrals and resources in order to
supply opportunities to move into secure, productive lifestyles.

We thank Munro Printing . . .
16145 E. 10 Mile Rd.
Eastpointe, MI 48021
586–773-9579
. . . For printing and folding each issue of
this newsletter

OUR BOARD …
Kevin Goodrich, President
Keith Carlson, Secretary
Kathy Goodrich
Rev. Dan Heaton
Ron Borgacz
Jack Moy
Rev. Michael O'Keefe
Thomas Beindit
Michelina Falcitelli-Plesco - Ex Officio
Nancy Panther - Ex Officio

Special thank
you to Art
Van Furniture
for ongoing
support!

Cloverleaf Bar &
Restaurant
24443 Gratiot in
Eastpointe
(586) 777-5391
Great pizza since 1946!

